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Group Education to Protect and Defend Animals (GEPDA)
   ADOPTION APPLICATION   
APPLICATION DATE :
    



 
NAME :
BIRTHDATE :       
EMAIL :
HOME PHONE :
CELL PHONE : 
WORK PHONE :
ADDRESS :
1. 
What is your occupation? 
2.   How many hours do you work per week?
3.   Do you own or rent your home (or apartment)?

4    How many years have you been living there?

5.   If you rent, what is your Landlord’s name and phone number?
6.   What is your spouse’s/domestic partner’s name and birthdate?
7.
What is his/her occupation? 
8.   How many hours does he/she work per week?
9.   List below all other people who live in your home, their ages and relationship to you.


      (Example:   John—6 yrs. old—son) 
      1)

2)


3)


4)


5)

10.
List all current pets (dogs and cats) in your home.  

(Example:   Travis—Poodle mix—5 yrs.—male—neutered) 
     1)


2)


3)


4)

11.  List all your former dogs, including age at death, and cause of death.



(Example:   Shasta—Lab mix—9 yrs.—cancer) 
     1)


2)


3)

12.  What is the name of the dog you are interested in?
13.  Why are you interested in this particular dog?
14.  Do you have previous experience with this breed of dog?
15.  Do you prefer a male dog, or female dog, or either?
16.  What is your preferred age range? (ex.:  6 mo. to 1 yr.)

17.  What qualities do you want in your dog?
18.  What qualities do you not want in your dog?
19.
Provide 2 references (not related to you) who know you and your current or former pet(s). 


(Example:   Jane Smith—#408-111-2222—(neighbor, friend, veterinarian) 
     1)


2)

20.  How you will keep your dog socialized?
21.  How will you exercise your dog?
22.  How often will you exercise your dog?
23.  How will you correct your dog’s inappropriate behavior?

24.  During a typical week day, where will your dog be (inside, outside, or both)?

25.
If Outside, how many hours?      If Both, how many hours Inside?       Outside?
26.  Describe in detail the area where your dog will stay during the day?
27.  Describe in detail the area where your dog will stay during the night?
28.  How and where will your dog sleep at night? (ex.:  in a crate in the bedroom, on a doggie bed in

kitchen)
29.  Do you allow pets on your furniture?     If no, why not? 

30.  How does your dog fit into your typical weekend routine?
31.  What will you do with your dog when you go on vacation?
32.  Will you commit to caring for your dog for the entirety of its life (up to 15 or more years)?
33.  GEPDA has started this dog on a topical (on the skin) flea protection program.  Will you commit to 

continuing this monthly prescription program?

34.  Certain breeds require professional grooming on a routine basis for sanitary reasons and to prevent
 
serious matting.  Are you able to afford this expense?
35.  Are you willing and able to bathe your dog regularly (or have someone do it for you) to keep it clean

for the duration of its life?
36.  If you relocate to a place where you cannot keep your dog, what will you do?
37.  If someone in your family develops a pet allergy, what will you do?
38.  Which of the following would be valid reasons to give up your dog (loss of job, loss of home, divorce,


pregnancy, new child, other)?
39.  What behavioral problems (ex.:  excessive barking, chewing, etc.) would be valid reasons to give


up your dog?
40.  Would you consider having a trainer help you with the problem before you gave up your dog? 

41.  What will you do with your dog if you decide to give it up?
42.  Have you ever, for any reason, surrendered a pet to an animal shelter?       If yes, please explain    

the circumstances?

43.  Have you ever, for any reason, been asked to surrender your pet?      If yes, please explain


the circumstances?
44.  Describe, including type and height, your backyard fence.
45.  If you do not have a fence completely surrounding your backyard, how will you keep your dog safe
 
when it needs to potty or exercise?
46.
If you decide to adopt a GEPDA dog, you will be asked to pay a fee to cover the expenses involved

in preparing this dog for adoption (spaying/neutering, microchipping and registration, deworming,

vaccinations, flea protection for one month, and foster care).  The adoption fee is payable in cash or


check, and is due when you take the dog home.  Is this acceptable?
47. 
GEPDA carefully screens all applicants and selects only those who meet the requirements of caring


and commitment to the health and well-being of their adopted rescue dog.  Consequently, we have a


contract which ask all adopters to sign.  A copy is included with this application for your review.


Are you prepared to sign this contract if you decide to adopt a GEPDA rescue dog?
Some of GEPDA’s dogs have experienced abuse, neglect, and/or abandonment in their lives prior to being rescued.  This could result in temporary unwanted behaviors which may mask their true lovable natures.  In other words, these dogs may need an adjustment period where they “work through” issues that may include potty accidents, destructive chewing, mouthing, separation anxiety, excessive barking, nipping, jumping, and marking territory.  For this reason, GEPDA has instituted a mandatory 2-week trial period for adopter and rescue dog to become familiar with each other and secure in their new relationship.  GEPDA is committed to adoption success, so we provide you access to a professional trainer for assistance during this adjustment period. 
____     ____  
I will allow a two-week trial period for the dog to adjust to its new living situation
 Initial      initial
before returning the dog to GEPDA. 
Unwanted dog behaviors, such as those previously mentioned, are often preventable and correctable with proper training.  Specifically this means firm, fair, and consistent instruction-- appropriately rewarding correct behavior and discouraging unacceptable behavior.  As the 
dog’s “Pack Leader,” the adopter is responsible for providing this guidance.  If the adopter does not have sufficient expertise in this matter, a professional trainer or training class(es) 

may be needed.
____     ____  
I understand that a dog’s unwanted behavior(s) may be due to the absence of 

 initial
  initial
proper training or incorrect training.  I will use available resources to remedy

this problem before I consider returning my dog to GEPDA.

GEPDA’s philosophy promotes pets as family members.  Consequently, GEPDA will not place rescue dogs with individuals/families who intend for their dogs to be used as guard dogs or for them to be living primarily outdoors.

:  ____     ____ 
 I uphold GEPDA’s philosophy that pets should be treated as members of the family.    

   Initial      initial
Therefore, I agree that my dog will usually be inside the home when family members
  


are inside, and outside for exercise, playtime, potty breaks, and travel with the family.

There are particular behaviors that dogs may interpret as confrontational.  For example, putting your face or head close to, and directly in front of, the dog’s face.  Others include, “smothering” the dog, approaching the dog too quickly, startling the dog, etc.  All people, especially children, who have contact with your dog must be warned of this potential danger.  Because even though those actions may not intend to harm, insecure dogs (especially in a new living situation, around unfamiliar people) may react aggressively.  It is the adopter’s responsible to teach all family members, guests, and visitors how to behave safely around your dog.
____     ____  
I accept responsibility to teach others how to behave respectfully and safely around 

initial
initial
the dog.  I will closely monitor interactions between them until I am assured that the

dog is secure in its new living situation and comfortable around people.
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Nita Anderson 

GEPDA Director 

anderson_nita@yahoo.com. 

#408-265-8424 (home--after 11:00am)
MaryAnn Lima

GEPDA Director

mrotties4ever@aol.com 

#408-309-2667 (cell)  

Donna Johns

DJ’S Clever K-9s
Professional Trainer/Behaviorist  (home sessions and classes in the San Jose area)
comeby@pacbell.net 

#408-225-6042 (home)

Group Education to Protect and Defend Animals (GEPDA)

   ADOPTION CONTRACT   
	This dog is being offered for adoption as part of GEPDA’S Adoption Program.  If, during the 2-week trial period, the adopter is dissatisfied with the dog, the dog must returned to GEPDA  and the adoption fee will be fully refunded.  Furthermore, GEPDA must take back any dog that we have placed at any time during its life.  However, after the 2-week trial period, the adoption fee is non-refundable.
GEPDA is not responsible for injury, illness, or property damage caused by interactions between the rescue dog and people or other animals.

GEPDA makes no representations regarding the truth and accuracy of any statements contained in this dog’s biography. The dog’s current foster parent provides all representations contained therein. GEPDA will provide a healthy dog at the time of the adoption, unless otherwise stated, in the best health as we know it. 

Rescue dogs have unknown background and histories, therefore GEPDA cannot guarantee what it’s future health will be.  If, during the 2-week trial period, your dog becomes ill or injured, you must contact a GEPDA representative immediately.  If you do not contact GEPDA before taking your dog to the vet, you will be responsible for any costs incurred.  After the 2-week trial period is over, the adopter is solely responsible for the dog’s care and treatment.

	GEPDA’s objective is to find loving, caring “forever homes” for our dogs, and we fully support and encourage the adopters in this lifetime commitment to these dogs. If, however, it becomes necessary for the adopter to give up the dog, it must be returned to GEPDA, whatever the dog’s age or health condition.  The dog must  not be surrendered to an animal shelter or any private party.



I/(We)  ____________ and ____________ (state full name(s) of both parties, if applicable) will care for, protect, and provide for this animal to the very best of my/our abilities. This includes seeking vet care for all significant injuries and illnesses, maintaining all pertinent vaccination and pest (flea, tick, heartworm) protection programs, and keeping information current on my dog’s microchip and ID tag.  I commit to caring for this animal for the duration of its life.  If, however, I am unable to do so, I will contact GEPDA as soon as possible and ensure that the dog is returned to them.  Date:
Nita Anderson 




MaryAnn Lima
GEPDA Director 




GEPDA Director 

anderson_nita@yahoo.com 


mrotties4ever@aol.com
#408-265-8424 (home--after 11:00am)

#408-309-2667 (cell)  
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